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Vision: Intention, 
Implementation, 
Impact 

Intent 
Our history curriculum is ‘a high-quality history education will help pupils gain a 
coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It 
should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past.’  
At St Joseph’s our history curriculum has been designed to cover all of the skills, 
knowledge and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum. Topics are sensitive 
to children’s interests, as well as the context of the local area. The history curriculum is 
carefully planned and structured to ensure that current learning is linked to previous 
learning and that the school’s approaches are informed by current pedagogy. Our 
curriculum at St Joseph’s aims to ensure that all pupils. 

• Gain knowledge of the past and the wider world  
• Understand the lives of people and the process of change and diversity within 

societies. 
• Ask questions and think critically about evidence and arguments throughout 

history. 

Implementation 
History is taught in blocks throughout the year, so that children achieve depth in their 
learning. The key knowledge and skills that children acquire and develop throughout 
each block have been mapped to ensure progression between year groups throughout 
the school. Each topic is introduced with reference to the chronology of previous topics 
(including those from previous years). At the beginning of each new history topic, 
teachers refer to classroom timelines to develop children’s understanding of 
chronology. 
Planning is informed by and aligned with the National Curriculum. Teachers have access 
to further guidance from national agencies, including the History Association, of which 
the school is a member. The History curriculum is designed to ensure appropriate 
diversity in the significant figures that children learn about. Teachers cater for the 
varying needs of all learners, differentiating activities where necessary and as 
appropriate, and ensuring an appropriate level of challenge. Outcomes of work are 
regularly monitored to ensure that they reflect a sound understanding of the key 
identified knowledge. 
By the end of year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British history 
from the Stone Age to the present day. They are able to draw comparisons and make 
connections between different time periods and their own lives. Interlinked with this 
are studies of world history, such as the ancient civilisations of Greece, Egypt, and Islam. 
Opportunities are created for pupils to experience the history in the local area, such as 
visits to Arkwright’s Mills in Cromford, the village of Eyam and the study of Whitworth 
Institute in Darley Dale. 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ 
guidance which aims for all children in reception to have an ‘Understanding of the 
World; people and communities, the world and technology’ by the end of the academic 
year. 
Key knowledge is reviewed by the children using spaced learning and rigorously checked 
and consolidated by the teacher. History assessment is ongoing throughout the year. 
Summative assessment is completed at the end of each topic where history objectives 
have been covered.  
 
Impact 
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At St Joseph’s Pupil voice shows that pupils are confident and able to talk about what 
they have learnt in history using subject specific vocabulary. Pupil voice also 
demonstrates that pupils enjoy history and can recall their learning over time. Pupils 
work demonstrates that history is taught at an age-appropriate standard across each 
year group with opportunities planned in for pupils working at greater depth. Work is 
of good quality and demonstrates pupils are acquiring knowledge, skills and vocabulary 
in an appropriate sequence. 

Medium Term 
Planning: Steps 
in books 

History teaching follows a carefully designed curriculum. The following topics have 
been chosen to meet the needs of our children and school. 
Nursery/ Reception-  

 Nursery/Recepti
on 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Cycle 
A 

 Within living 
memory  
 
Grandparents 
Famous people 
and events 
 

British Chronology 
 (Stone – Iron Age) 
 
 
The Romans  
 

British 
Chronology  
Anglo-Saxons 
and Vikings 
 
The Industrial 
Revolution 
(Cromford) 
 

Cycle 
B 

 The Great Fire 
of London 
 
Castles 
 

The Egyptians 
 
Ancient Greece 
 

Ancient 
Islamic 
Civilisation 
Impact of War 
on Britain 

 
This organisation of Topics has been designed so that Key Stage 1 are focusing on 
historical periods and events which enable them to understand more about history 
within and around ‘Living History’ and some historical topics and features important 
within British History. 
 
For Key Stage 2, Cycle A focuses on the topics of British History taught in Chronological 
order, whilst cycle B gives opportunity for Key Stage 2 to focus on the Ancient 
Civilisations and an element of more modern British History. 
 
 

Lesson Approach 
Weekly Planning 
Adapted 
Learning 

Our history lessons always start with an assessment of prior knowledge of other areas 
of history that will support learning in their current topic. 
 
Each topic is designed carefully building on key components that naturally follow to 
build the whole picture of learning. Lessons will cover the  sticky knowledge  identified 
in the progression document. 
 
The teacher will then take the created medium-term plans and edit those to meet the 
needs of their pupils, considering SEND and other children with additional needs 
accessing the curriculum. 
 
Each lesson starts with a revisit question or task to embed and  support previous 
learning.  



3 
 

 
Knowledge organisers are used within upper Key Stage 2, these are annotated to 
support learning. 

Prior 
Learning/Recap 

 
At the start of a new unit of work, there should be five minutes spent where children 
can explore questions on this topic, what they know? What would they like to know? 
 
 

Key  
Vocabulary 

The vocabulary for each topic is identified on the medium term plan and vocabulary 
document. This should be added to the working wall and displayed on the lesson 
slides.  

Assessment  

Assessment for learning  
 
Children’s assessment in History is ongoing throughout the topic.  Children are 
assessed against the sticky knowledge for that topic of work and given a grading of 1-
4, in line with the St Ralph Sherwin Catholic Multi Academy Trust Assessment 
Framework. 
 

1- Means that a child is remembering all elements of the sticky knowledge and is 
applying it across history lessons and the rest of the curriculum where 
appropriate.  

2- Means a child is remembering most elements of the sticky knowledge and is 
applying most of their learning across history and the rest of the curriculum 
where appropriate. 

3- Means a child is struggling to remember much of the sticky knowledge and is 
not applying what they have learnt in their history lessons and across other 
areas of the curriculum. 

4- Means a child is unable to remember and apply the sticky knowledge. They 
may be struggling to access the learning and will need to have an adapted 
curriculum. 

 
 
Sticky knowledge is assessed through ‘spaced learning’ sessions. ‘Can do’ activities 
have been created to match the curriculum sticky knowledge. Teachers follow a 
Spaced Learning medium term plan to assess key knowledge and vocabulary. This can 
be recorded in ‘Spaced Learning’ books. 
 
In addition to this a teacher is continuously assessing sticky knowledge through all 
lessons and assesses against Insight objectives. 
 
Live marking also forms part of assessment in geography. Staff, give verbal feedback to 
all pupils during the lesson where possible. Staff use a yellow highlighter for elements 
which need pupils to revisit. Green highlighter identifies successful elements which 
link to the learning outcome.  
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How do we cater 
for all pupils? 

Differentiate the learning environment 
For learners working towards:  

• Create a safe environment where children can make mistakes; 
• Allow opportunities for discussion and collaboration. 
• Allow them time to process the task and new learning. 

 
For learners working at greater depth: 
 

• Challenge their thinking and ask them to support their thinking with reasoning 
linked to learning. 

• Allow opportunities for self-lead learning and investigating. 
 
 
Post teach sessions are carried out by Teaching Assistants follow a lesson to reinforce 
new learning or pre teach in preparation for a lesson. 
 

Homework 
Homework 
History homework is given on a rotational basis in the form of a creative task to be 
completed during half term. 

 


